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BEFORE THE
| LLI NOI S COMMERCE COMM SSI ON
I N THE MATTER OF: )
) No. 12-0193
TED WROBEL )
)
- VS- )
)
COMMONWEALTH EDI SON COMPANY )
)
Conpl aint as to billing/charges )
in Chicago, Illinois )
Chi cago, Illinois
July 12, 2012
Met, pursuant to notice, at

11 o' clock a. m
BEFORE:

MS. KATI NA BAKER,
Adm ni strative Law Judge

APPEARANCES:

MR. TED WROBEL

401 East Ontario Street

Chi cago, Illinois
appearing pro se

MR. MARK L. GOLDSTEI N

3019 Province Circle

Mundel ein, Illinois, 60060
appearing for Conmmonweal t h
Edi son Company

SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COMPANY, by
PATRI CIl A WESLEY (License No. 084-002170)
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JUDGE BAKER: Wk are going on the record.
Pursuant to the authority of the Illinois Conmerce
Comm ssion, | now call Docket 12-0193. Ted W obel
versus Commonweal th Edi son Company. This is a
conplaint as to billing/charges in Chicago,
I'llinois.

Could the parties please state their
name beginning with counsel.

MR. GOLDSTEI N:  Yes. For Commonweal th Edi son
Conpany, Mark L. Gol dstein, 3019 Province Circle,
Mundel ein, Illinois, 60060. My phone nunber is
847-949-1340.

MR. WROBEL: Ted W obel, 401 East Ontario Street,
Chicago, Illinois, 60611

JUDGE BAKER: Okay. And, as of today, we have a
matter before nyself. It is a conmplaint as to
billing/charges. Bot h counsel, as well as the
compl ai nant, have indicated that there is a zero
possibility of --

MR. WROBEL: | npasse.

JUDGE BAKER: -- comng to an agreement on this.
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So at this point we are going to go
forward. However, we were discussing -- well, first
t he compl ai nant has indicated that David Kolata from

MR. WROBEL: Citizens.

JUDGE BAKER: -- CUB will be --

MR. WROBEL: Right.

JUDGE BAKER: -- filing --

MR. VWROBEL: Am cus curiae or co-counsel.

JUDGE BAKER: -- well, an appearance in the
matter.

MR. WROBEL: Ri ght.

JUDGE BAKER: | actually will probably contact
him today to see the status of when that's going to
happen.

MR. WROBEL: He's waiting for my e-mail, because
| was being represented by Ellis Levin, who had to
step down fromthis because of a conflict. So now
we are going to CUB, and David needs an e-mail from
me.

JUDGE BAKER: | will probably contact himjust to

find out, because we are going to need a tight
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schedul e here. | need to know when he's planning on
filing this appearance.

So having said that, we are at the

poi nt now where there is a conplaint. The
conpl ai nant had indicated -- and we are just going
to go ahead and get this on the record -- that it

seemto involve a previously adjudicated docket,
whi ch was 09-0206. There was a disposition entered
init.

Do you know, counsel, what the
di sposition was?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes. The conmpl ai nt was deni ed.
JUDGE BAKER: Okay. The conpl aint was deni ed.
(I'nterruption.)

Okay. So then we are at the point
where the conpl ai nant indicated that there was this
previ ous dockets, then you can take it fromthere
what you were saying.

MR. WROBEL.: Ri ght . There was impropriety in the
proceedi ngs of the |ast case and now the --
JUDGE BAKER: And what were those inmproprieties?

MR. WROBEL: That is something that we will have
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to explain, improper notification. The other issue
is the notice --

JUDGE BAKER: Noti ce of what?

MR. WROBEL: -- of a hearing.

JUDGE BAKER: Oh, okay. So was it adjudicated?
It was deni ed based on a no show?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: No, Judge. It went to a ful
evi dentiary heari ng.

MR. WROBEL: And | was never notified of the date
of the hearing.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: He was at the hearing, testified,
and went through a whole process. W had wi tnesses.
He testified on his own behal f.

MR. WROBEL: Of the original hearing.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | don't know what he's talking
about .

MR. WROBEL: There was a second nmeeting schedul ed
that | had to attend.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: That's not true.

JUDGE BAKER: Okay. | mean, | can go back in the
record and | ook.

MR. WROBEL: The problem --
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JUDGE BAKER: At this point --

MR. WROBEL: If I may, the problemthat
exi st --

JUDGE BAKER: No. At this point we are here on
this docket. Okay.

MR. WROBEL: That's a formal charge.

JUDGE BAKER: Pl ease. Pl ease.

MR. WROBEL: Ri ght.

JUDGE BAKER: ' m going to have to | ook into
this. I f this has been adjudicated, 09-0206 has
nothing to do with this.

MR. WROBEL: That's only an aggregate, a snmall
conponent of this new formal charge.

JUDGE BAKER: Okay. So this new formal charge
now i nvol ves the rate increase?

MR. WROBEL.: The rate increase comm ngli ng.

JUDGE BAKER: \What's the comm ngling?

MR. WROBEL: A previous bal ance that was charged
of f --

JUDGE BAKER: In this 09-02067

MR. WROBEL: -- and that has now been added to ny

current bill. That's another component of it.
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JUDGE BAKER: Okay.

MR. WROBEL: The third conponent is the refunds
on deposits, the refunds on -- there was also a
security deposit put up. The other conponent was --

JUDGE BAKER: \What's the problemwith the
security deposit?

MR. WROBEL: That was never forwarded toward my
bal ance --

JUDGE BAKER: You mean in this 09-0206 case?

MR. WROBEL: -- which is now part of ny new bill

They just recently, within the past 30

days, have now attached the old bill which they

agreed to charge off.

JUDGE BAKER: We are going to have to stop right
here, because honestly this is |like a riddle. ' m
having difficulty understanding really any of this.

MR. VWROBEL: | have bills here to substanti ate.
JUDGE BAKER: | don't need the bills. What |
need -- because, again, | need to understand this.

MR. WROBEL: Ri ght.
JUDGE BAKER: You had the 09-0206 case --
MR. WROBEL: Ri ght.
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JUDGE BAKER: -- and it was adjudicated.
Your compl ai nt was deni ed. Okay.

MR. WROBEL: Ri ght.

JUDGE BAKER: So now we all wunderstand this,
regardl ess of how you feel about it, we know this to
be a fact.

MR. WROBEL: Right.

JUDGE BAKER: It was denied.

MR. WROBEL: That's a small component of the
formal charge.

JUDGE BAKER: "' m not even tal king about that at
al | . You are the one that's saying now we have a
security deposit.

And, counsel, if you can help, junmp in.
There's a security deposit, right, that's at issue?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | don't know what he's talKking
about, Judge. Let's just set this for evidentiary
hearing. This is just nonsense.

JUDGE BAKER: |"mtrying though, counsel --
before we go to an evidentiary hearing, | need to
know what the foundation of the complaint is

and | --
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MR. GOLDSTEI N: | woul d

foundati on of the current conpl ai

MR. WROBEL:

nt is

If I may continue.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: It'

compl ai nt .
JUDGE BAKER

i mportant that
MR. WROBEL.:
JUDGE BAKER
MR. WROBEL.:

JUDGE BAKER

there's a security deposit

MR. WROBEL:

s certainly not

You can conti nue. | t

Sur e.

-- under st and.

| don'

You are saying --

Ri ght .

like to know what the

, too.

clear fromthe

's just

t want this to be --

The ot her

charges we are bringing in front

are the meter reading issues. I

the roll back refunds;

think | mentioned.

JUDGE BAKER

MR. WROBEL:

i n anot her

chal

of th

t hi nk

okay. So

case.
| enge or
e Comm ssion

| mentioned

the comm ngling of accounts,

The security deposit.

Ri ght .

The f act

t hat

Edi son has viol ated usuary viol ati ons,

Hol d on.

JUDGE BAKER

Okay.

Commonweal t h

billing.
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MR. WROBEL: Hold on. And there were two nore.
You can tell | wasn't ready for today's meeting. I
got my dates screwed up after my conversation with
you. | do remember though you nmentioned you had to
do this today, because of your condition. | don't
know how far along you are in your pregnancy.

JUDGE BAKER: ' m at the end.

MR. WROBEL: | don't have the documents with me.
They are in the possession of Ellis Levin in which |
have to get the documents from ny previous counsel

JUDGE BAKER: Okay. So the bottomline is we
have this compl aint case that cannot be -- there can
be no resolution anmongst the parties. You have told
me about at | east five grounds upon which you are
basing this conplaint, such as usuary, conmm ngli ng,
rolling back of funds. Counsel's indicated that we
just go ahead and set this for evidentiary hearing,
because, obviously, that's the next |ogical step
because --

MR. WROBEL: Correct.

JUDGE BAKER: -- there can't be any resolution, so

that is what we are going to do. ' m going to set

10
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it -- I"'mgoing to give it a longer date than you
are going to |like, counsel, but we are going -- |I'm
going to talk to Dave Kol ata and we are going to
give M. Wobel plenty of time for Dave Kolata to
get his appearance and then whatever discovery.
There will only be one date, M. Wobel.

MR. WROBEL: Yes. It's going to have to be after
the 9th of next nonth.

JUDGE BAKER: Oh, that's fine. It will be
significantly after that.

MR. WROBEL: Ri ght.

JUDGE BAKER: Havi ng said that though, no, no,
reschedul i ng.

MR. WROBEL: No, | appreciate your cooperation.

JUDGE BAKER: That' s okay.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: When are you going to be com ng
back, Judge?

JUDGE BAKER: To the --

MR. GOLDSTEI N: When are you going to be back,
Judge?

JUDGE BAKER: How about the first week in

November ?

11
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MR. GOLDSTEI N: Fine with me.

JUDGE BAKER: Does that work with you?

MR. WROBEL: That's fine.

JUDGE BAKER: That gives everybody enough time.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: After Election Day?

JUDGE BAKER: Which is the 6th

MR. GOLDSTEI N: The 6t h.

JUDGE BAKER: Do you want to do it the 7th?

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Or the 8th. Let do it the 8th.

JUDGE BAKER: You want to do it the 8th? Does
the 8th work for you?

MR. WROBEL: " m running a campaign for a
judicial figure. 8th is fine.

JUDGE BAKER: Okay. | s there anything else we
want to get on the record at this status hearing?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | have nothing else.

MR. WROBEL: That's it. | do have to send Dave

Kol ata an e-mail .
JUDGE BAKER: That's --
MR. WROBEL: Can you give me a date?
JUDGE BAKER: You have got --

MR. WROBEL: He's expecting ny e-mail, the one

12
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had sent him

JUDGE BAKER: Oh, you have got plenty of time.
think this is actually --

MR. GOLDSTEI N: What time?

JUDGE BAKER: 11 o' clock, "Il do it. |t
probably works best, because it will give you time
to get your counsel straight and any discovery. You
mentioned to me on the phone about discovery.

MR. WROBEL: There's also an advocacy group that
had wanted to serve as am cus curiae counsel as well
and we are trying to work that out right now.

JUDGE BAKER: They have got plenty of time to do
t hat . Okay.

MR. WROBEL: Thank you for your cooperation.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Thank you, Judge.

JUDGE BAKER: Thank you

(Wher eupon, the above
matter was adj ourned
to be continued to
August 8, 2012 at

11 o'clock a.m)
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